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| of him ball * much þ requires 


t whom en have co mmitted much, 


of him | ! will ark * e more. 


ice. | By the 5 5 in \ which He. me = 

f the Houſe deal his ! s and Puniſh- 
rents to his Servants, He ſets before us 
nent and Prad 


tells us v 


t Ve 


of Judges; and by conf 


n r 


bur wear vol _— think our Selves obliged to do, 


e 8 N uence 


- 


— — 1. 


ment. To w 
muſt and will be required. He x 
Sphere to move in; who has a greater means 0 
EK .novledge; more conſtant Motives and fairer Op- 
pPeortunities of doing good than others; 'Tis mol 
Iultly expected that his Improvements and ar 


A Sermon Preachd at 
quence ſhews us that if we offend againſt thoſs 


Laws of Juſtice, which we and all Men muſt ovn 
and acknowledge; and be thereupon condem ned, 


with many ſtripes, as worthy of the greateſt puniſh« 
ehen much is given, of him much 


20 has a larget 


— 


apr Caſe is unpitiable and ve unencuſable. As vt 
cannot but think it unjuſt and tyrannical for 3 
| Maſter to impoſe impoſſibilities on his Servant; or 
puniſh him for omitting” what he neither did not 
could have known himſelf obliged to do: ſo Sins] 
ol Ignorance, where we could not have ayoided 
— informed Gur'Selves' bene; 
© Theſe we aſſure our Selves the Divine ſuſtice and} 
| Goodneks willforgive. But on the contrary, where 
5 neglect the ſufficient means that Ve have of informing 
our Selves of our Lord's will; or know it and do it 
not, and make our Knowledge ſerve only to ſhew us 
in the World muſt condemn in the ſevereſt man. 
ner; a perſon in theſe perverle circumſtances, ve, 
if Judges, would our Selves condemn to be beaten 
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be as much | above che ordinary rare, as theſe his 

wat Adyantapes are: and it he approves himſelf | 

ccordingly, his Honour and Reward, both from 

God and Man, vill be aſſigned in proportion to 

tis good uſe of fo much committed to bim And 

indeed tis God's Mercy, as well as Juſtice to us all, 

unt there is on the other hand this terrible conli- 
(deration, to keep us to our duty, that as the good 
Ve is the greateſt Glory, Perfection and Happineſs; | 

o che Neglect or Abuſe of the greateſt Advantages 

out unavoidably end in the very greateſt of Pn. 

Womens; the very greateſt Shame, Confuſion and 
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Mitery of which we are capable. 9 


W There needs no further explanation, eſpecially in 
Wits place, of cheſe words of our Lord, which I 
Wave choſe for the Subject of my preſent diſcourſe. . 
e ee upon an occaſion highly welle 

Wi apply chem to our Selves. We are going to 
praiſe and glorify God for a long line of Illuſtri- 

„s KINGS and QUEENS, and others deceas d, 
mo have put many Talents into our hands ;. = = 
nd for his molt Excellent MajzsTY now-reigning, — f 


mo has aſſured us of His particular Protection in J 
che poſſeſſion of them. And therefore it cannot burt | 
V . reflect . 
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| God, Our King, Our Church and State; and hoy 
great happineſs. we. n ſo doing Procure tg 
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. all Man 


Secondly, The great vantages, | our A. 


cadeniica Education puts into our Hands. 


brie fly, upon 
e great he W 13 to To 9 81 tt, 


mething, eicher little or much 3 cher e one, few, 


7 | or many Talents, committed to tl 
OQur Bleſſed I n the E xcellent Parable which + 
gave occalion to the words: of my Text, by tt 
Maſter no doubt means God Almighty, and bf 
bs, the Servants all Mankind. He tells us of ſome Ser 


5 8 vants chat had more, ſome leß, but none that haf 
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wothing committed to them; none that had no- 

thing to anſwer for, or could be worthy of nõ Stripes. 
The Parables of the Talents and Pounds, as record- 
xd by St. Marthew and St. Luke,” is entirely to the 
ame effect. And in the nature of the thing, to ſup- 
pee any Perſon to have no Opportunities, no 
powers Of being or doing good, would be to de- 
oy his Human Nature, to take away his Rea- 
bn and Liberty, and make him capable of neither 
Duty nor Sin at all. Abſolute Ideots indeed, and 
Peron that have wholly loſt the uſe of their Rea- 
ton; are; ſo far as appears to us, | Inſtances of this 
kind.” But abating car deplorable Circumſtances, 
Cod er upon us all ſome of his Gifts, 
n how different Degrees and Quantities ſoever. 
ſhe niceſt Obſervation can ſcarce ſhew any Per- 
bon ſo unhappy as not to have ſome Bleſſings; 
uud as there is no compleat Happineſs; ſo nei- 
her can it be ſaid, there is any compleat Miſery = 
u chis World. But choſe that are unhappy in 
me Reſpects, are generally made amends vith 
ldyantages in others. For inſtance, if a Perſon 
If a low Fortune and mean Education, has yet 
healthful Body and a good Name; is able by 
reſt Labour to ſupport himſelf and thoſe that 
end upon him; and is uſeful to MO "EI 
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| the meaner, but ſtill neceſſary offices of Human 
be recompe 
kindneſs and aſſiſtance of Friends. Whatever fe. 


find any one under fo many diſadvantages, as to 
have no allay of good mixt with them. And 


Underſtanding and Will, by which he is capable 
and Man, and fitting himfelf for immortal hap- te 
pineis; ſtill this is one Talent, and the greateſ N mi 
pf all that he can have committed to him. Let 
not then the meaneſt, pooreſt, and moſt ignorant 
„ Mankind, and m 

ſcdghemſelves leſs concerned in the Kingdom 
Haven, or leſs liable to cheir Lord's judgment, 
„mal Al pi 

_ . meaſures chat we have; yet theſe that have lea p 
committed ro them are as accountable for their þ 

lirele; as thoſe that have moſt for their larger ſhare 
Thale that have the feweſt poſſible advantages, it 
pioint of Knowledge, Fortune, Education, or iu 
dy other reſpect; pet are ſtill capable of _ 
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Life: Or on the other hand, if an infirm Body 
d by a wiſe and underſtanding Mind; 
: Eſtate; or, for want of that by dhe 


a plentil 


cis we conſidet Mankind in, we ſhall ſcarce 


were all things elſe to fail, {hill bis Reaſon and 
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us be judg'd according to the fevera 
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ring themſelves | 
mongft Mankind. If therefore they uſe their beſt 
endeavour in theſe things, they will gain the title 
of good and faithful; and if they neplec this their 


ned and flothfut erwarte. 


nies they have been to 
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God acceptably, if they do their beſt; and of car- 
| with Honeſty and Humility a- 


one Talent, they muſt expect to be condemned as 


But ve, and others that are brought up in this 
Learned Body, are thoſe to vhom much is com- 
mitted; and therefore, I come now in the Second 
place, briefly to reflect upon thoſe great Advan- 
this our Education puts into our 


Theſe muſt conſiſt either Firſt, in the improvement 
ofour Knowledge; or Secondly, our adyancement in 
Piety and good Manners. And Firſt, the great Op- 
rnities of improving our Knowledge which ve 
bere enjoy, are certain from Experience to all that 
vill make uſe of them; and can be denied by none 
| here educated, but thoſe that have neglected them, 
and then will not give themſelves leave to confider 
vhat tis they might have gain'd here, for fear of 
ing, perhaps too late, convinc d how great Ene- = 
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I The; Excellent Diſputations both in our Colleges 
And Schools, are the glory of Truth, and beſt pub. 
lock means of Information, in the principal parts 


vgp Kr woos WWW. 


of our firſt Admiſſion into this our Body, that we 


* 3 * * 


wou d underſtand thoſe Languages, in which the 


 greazeſt/and,moſt uſeful parts of Knowledge hae 
been in all Ages publiſh'd to the World. We have | 


all the Knowledge, which the viſeſt Men of all 


Ages could attain, tranſmitted wo Poſterity in their | 


Immortal Writings, and preferv'd amongſt us, a; 


amongſt other Societies of the fame Nature with W 
our Selyes, in a greater, ſhare, than moſt parts of 


the World beſides We have n Leiſur c and Liber 955 
and Freedom from the Cares and Buſineſß of Life, 

on purpoſe that we may wholly devote our Selve; 
do uleful Studies, and the improvement of our Minds 
I) here is no fort of Learning either Human or Di 
JC vr bars conſe 


Opportunities of being in private / inſtructed in. 


\ 


of all Learning, 1 muſt beg leave particularly to 
_ obſerve; our great happineſs in / theſe performances. 


| © They are continual inſtances, that in order to gain 


2 Character here, Perſons muſt be Maſters of tho 
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phat can be faid for Error; and how Truthover. 
comes it, boch in Human and Divine Things. 
This is the greateſt poſſible means to baniſh Bigot- 
yy Prejudice and prepoſſeſſion to eſtabliſh real 

ind Subſtantial Knowledge upon a Solid Fornda-* 

don: to guard and defend us for our whole lives, 

nd make us able to guard others againſt Error and 
lnhdeliry; ſince we have been here made acquain- 


Fic with all their darts; ſeen them uſed to the beſt 
dvantage; and at the ſame time have been ſnevn 
beir weakneſs, and the manner of repelling them. 
ur hopeful Youth cannot be too much com 
mended in this reſpect: Excellent Performances of _ 
al kinds may fairly be expected from riper years 
kd longer ſtudy : But the Acuteneſs and Saga. 
ty, the Knowledge and judgment, ſo often ſhewn - 
young Perſons in our Philoſophical Schools, is 
| once the admiration of Strangers, a Shining In 
ance of the great Improvement made by our 
ethods of Education, in a little time, and a moſt 
cellent means of improving the very. youngeſtt 
Lets, and ſparring them on to Induſtry and 
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A Sermon Preachd as 

— pray OY Ha a Pan" Hack Pipes 1365 hes 17" "ROE — 
portunities of knowing are greats fo the Motive 
and Obligations that we are here under, to uſe and 
improve theſe Opportunities, are no leſs. Exam. 
ples to excite us, Inſtructors to aſſiſt, exhort and 
admoniſh us; Statutes to oblige us, our own En. 
gagement to obey theſe Statutes, and the excellent 
Care of our Governors to execute them. Next 
to Conſcience of our duty to God, who gave us 
our Faculties, and all our Capacities of promoting 
both his Glory and our own Perfection; Tis, at 
firſt fight, impoſlible, ve ſhould be under oreatet 


Motives or ſtronger Obligations. 


And as our duty to God is not only the 
ſtrongeſt of all Obligations, but the ground and 
fountain of all other Obligations whatſoever; $9 
 _ - Our Royal and Illuſtrious FounDt xs ha 
| thought fit, that we ſhould all in particularly bing 
| our Selves to God by Oaths, to make the bel 
uſe of thoſe Opportunities which by their Muni 
| Hicence we here enjoy, for the Improvement of ou 
|  Selves, both in Knowledge and GoodneG. I 4 
prehend it to be neither unſaſonable, nor unſuit 
bble with the preſent Subject, to reflect a little i 
this Place upon our Matriculation Oath, as ing 
—— Obligarions- char our ſeveral Degiſ 
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ur Stations lay upon us; which we are obliged 


| co take the firſt opportunity after our Admiſſion, | 
vithout which we are capable of no Dec ee, nor = 


ur reckoned as Members of the Univerſity. 


I ſhall briefly conſider both its reaſonableneſs to 
be enjoined us, and what its conſcientious Obſer- 
| vation requires. The firſt Article of this our Oath 
is That we ſhall obey the CHAN CELLO R, and 
Vics-CHANCELLOR of this Univerſity, as 
far as cis J uſt and lawful, as long as we continue N 
in it. And ſince tis neceſſary to the Preſervation. 
of every Society that the Members obey the Go- 
| vernors of it; ſince for this end tis the Univer- 
ll practiſe of the World, not only for Princes | 
to enjoin Oarhs of Allegiance upon their Subjects; 
but for all Jefler Corporations and Societies to 
byear cheir Members to obey their ſeveral Gover- 
nors; tis plain chat the very fame Obligation, laid = 
$ upon us, at our Admittance into this Our Body, 
cannot without any ſhew of Reaſon be complained = 
ve ſhall, as far as in us lies, obſerve the Laws, 


tarutes, approved Cuſtoms and Priviledges of this 


Mary --Church in Cambridge. "a * 


Univerſity, For, unleſs it were allowable for its 
gra Members to deſtroy its Conſtitution, it muſt 
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ry in ite higheſt Degree. juſt, that = ould be 
under the greateſt Obligation, to obſerve those 
Laws that are made for the Preſervation and good 
Order of it. That ve hould obſerve its Prix. 
leges granted by our PRIX CEs of Illuſtrious Me. 
mory; and by repeated Acts of our Whole Legi 
Nature: That ve ſhould never violate them to the 
beſt of our Knowledge; nor ſuffer them to be 
violated where we can prevent it: Whar is all thi 
but a due Obedience to the Laws of our Nation! 
A Duty to our PRiNce, and a piece of naturi 
Gratitude that we ought to pay to thar Society in 
which we are changed from Children to Men; 
From whence we derive the Nouriſhment and 
Growth and perfection of our Minds; where the 
Foundation is laid of moſt, if not all the Knoy 
| ledge that ever ve attain to; and of all the Uk 
that we are of in the World fon our whole Lives 
5 Upon this account the reſt: of our Oath is entire] 
reaſonable, that we ſhould for our whole Lives, nd 
only promote che Progreſs of Piety and: good Leam 
ing; the great Deſign which gave being to Out 
Mother the aivertoy, ity, and made us Her Children 
ut that we ſhould always by our Vote and Ad 
Vauicef of our own Inclination, whether ſollicited b. 
e or not, eas its 2 1 Hogo out 
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11 Dignity. - Fot is not this a due regard = f 1 
ore to the Memory of thoſe Great and COd 
ens chat founded us, and co the Laws of the 
Realm chat confirm d our Conſtitution, for the per 
al encreaſe of Religion and Learning? Is nor 
s our laſting reſpe a very juſt return on our parts, 
fr the as laſting advantages that are here offered 
w, and which we muſt. receive, if by our own wil- 
ful Folly and Vanity we do not neglect, nay refuſe 
hem? Laſtly, is it not a duty that ve owe to Poſte ... 
i irs lelß to contribute our Endeavors in our ſe vera! 
ations whether high or low, that this Fountain 
bf Knowledge may be tranſmitted to it entire and — © | 
wiolated? If all theſe Queſtions cannot reaſona 
by be anſwered, but in the Affirmative; then this 
blemn Obligation that we take upon our Selyes 
our Youth, muſt be entirely juſt and equitable ; EET = 
| for our Royal Founders and Governors to enn 
in us; and therefore demands, what I come next 


nefly 90 conſider, our Conſcientious Performance 5 
d * of it. „ ian ow” 
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"Tis a very 3 8 7 FRE al Per ons 
whe to be undeccived in, to ſuppoſe that all = - 
by being under this Obligation, are obliged to 
bow alt he Statuts, Cuſtoms and 1 2 
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the Univerſity, in order to a conſcientious Diſcharge 


ligatione | 
L rat cillimum fit, imo vix poſſibile onmia & ſingula ex. 
arte &.  examuſſm ob ſer ware : Qui bona fide ita { 
tomparaverit "ut nibil quod eſi officii ſui lila 
præterierit, debitamque adhibuerit moralem diligen 
pertinent; Statueritque Statui, honori, paci ſu 


ffedeliter & ſine Scandalo mſervire, hunc ego no 
dulitarim fidem de Statutis obſervandis a ſe di 
tam, bona conſcientia baftenus liberaſſe, & debit 
d quod ſe oblgævit equi boni lege exotviſſe. gu 

oo trem & de pnblicis Regni legibus intelligendum off 
And thus it muſt be with reſpect to all Laws whi 
ſoever; when we have endeavoured to know an- 
perform them fo far as our ſeveral Stations, Cap 
_- *cities, and Opportunities will admit, we muſt b 
allowed both in the Sight of God and Man, coe 
| Gentiouſly to have diſcharged all Obligations thy 
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liged to know all the Lavs of our Land, in orde, 
to pay a conſcientious Allegiance to His moſt Ex 
cellent MaJesTY, whom God preſerve. Let u 
hear the Learned Sanderſon's Determination upon 
De Jura- this very Subject. * Cum Statuta Communitatyn 


menti Ob- 


„ 


of it; as it would be to ſuppoſe all Perſons oþ 
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communitatis, quantum humana  patitur infirmitas 
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i kd our r ves under 3 in this reſpect. | 


hut as we may wal 97 all aakrable 15 ge 1 


are is taken, that all Perſons amongſt us ſhould 
know what their ſeveral Orders and Stations ob- 
them to; ſo tis plain chat the principal part 
Wi our 13 Obligation is . none can 
be ignorant of. To live here in a neglect of the 


Divine Worſhip and Service, conſtantly performed 


amongſt us; in a neglect of the daily offers and 
opportunities of | mprovement in uſeful Knows 
2 and Learning; in an idle, vain, unprofitable, 
perhaps ſinful Manner, both with regard 1 
wr Selves and others; We muſt know that this 


to break our Oath ; as it would: otherwiſe have 


been, to break our Duty in the plaineſt and Z 


nolleſt ſenſe that's poſſible. And on the other hand, 
tat Piety to God, 8 to our Superiors, and 
IDilgence in Study, though otherwiſe our duty, are 
et made doubly hs by our * ſworn 2 - 
ted to them. Any Perſon really unprejudic'd, 
tar has opportunities of knowing, muſt own that 
our Body never was happier than at | preſent, in 
Wie regard generally paid to theſe great Obligations, 
y the Numerous Vouth under its care; uchough 
| ps: a always did, and an, "ill in * 1 
; 8 5 5 


8 life, leave room Yor: — to i and 
improve in good Works, in N 2 46h A F0Y 
CERT in Rane and mm 


upon the laſt an 


all Ranks and Degrees whatſoever, muſt and 
| ought: to viſh and endeayour for their Poſterit: 


- exerciſe, an Authority over them; do obſerve theil 
| Manners and inſpect their Actions; do: cenſut 


. 5 Have ve not che moſt : deledable, wu: of ou 


Virtue and Piety, in the weak and injudicious time 
of "Youth; when we are moſt apt to run int 


1 1 5 Conſtitution of our Univerſities fitted to pro 
mote this Excellent End? Are all our Vouth Mem 


And this brings me to a very beet Refledtion 

greateſt of all Foy Talents com. 
mitted to us; the particular Tendency of our hap. i 
7 Education, to promote Vertue and Piety in us 
or our whole lives. Here let undeniable Pag 
ſpeak for its ſelf. To be kept to the practiſe 


TW fatal Habice of Vice and Vanity; this all Perſon 7 
will allow, is next to the Grace of God, tb ng 
7 moſt eflectual means to have a happy influence Jon 
on our whole lives. And this all good Perſons, of 


Bat is it the care; and is the very Nature and 
bers of a Family whoſe Governors have, and di 


Vice, and encourage Virtue and Piety in them 


. V . Colley 


Creator.in the days of their youth, and, at our ap- 


inted times, ſolemnly Commemorating our Sa. 
[cours infinite Love to Mankind, at the. moſt 
Holy Sacrament of his Body and Blood? As tis 

undeniable that we have all 37 great advantages; 
0 'tis as clear as the light, that they are the great- 
Human Means that can be uſed, to make both 
dur Youth. and the reſt of our Lives a. 


Good, Virtuous and Religious. 


oſe that wiſh us ill would have them; this vould 


fe te of Rea 


| Levi it not be ohindied chat norvabilandion all 5 

tis; many go from hence into the World both 
lenorant and Vicious; and lead the reſt of their 
Lives as if they neicher had a. Learned nor Virtu- 

dus Education. Theſe are indeed unhappy Inſtan- 

bs of the utmoſt perverſueſs of Human Nature: 
They are ſo remarkably Odious, that a few of them 

ue taken notice of, and appear as many. But 

ere they; as tis certain they are not, frequent as 


ei prove that Multitudes are bad, in ſpice of both = 
wan and Divine means to make them good. 
Thus the greater part of the World are wicked, 

en and Grace too; and ſome "2 

would „„ 


2 Chippels. at conſtant 1 Gly fa 1 
vich Terſons- remembring and re their. 1 


Wor 


I tha Country, and their Poſterity, to promote anc 
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"an "5h Infidels, though One ſhould 1 Roe 
_ the Dead to convince them. But the real Merit 
ca Caſes, adinit of a very caly Deciſion. That 
we ought to pray for the Grace of God, though 
ha cdend Sinners reject and reſiſt it to their oml 
Aaumnation. That ve ought thankfully to embrace, 
as" the Gifts of God, the Opportunities of im. 

|  - provingin Knowledge and Piety 3 3 ge ſome that 
= . MK them, fooliſhly negle& or abuſe theſe Oppor: 
Fo © tunities. Let us pay all poſſible and due regard 
do Proteſtant Univerſities abroad: But tis plain 
do the World, We have a Talent committed to ug] 
E . vhich che Chief of them are fo unhappy as to want 
ſtzße Guard over our Youth in Colleges, and the 
bbliging them to be conſtant at the Worſhip of 
9 Go We indeed can never be too careful to pn 
ſerve in the greateſt Purity and Perfection, fo great 

a Charge committed to us. Our Nobili and 

| Gentry, tis to be hoped, will be Orin? I 
thinking it, the cauſe of their God, their King 
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+ encourage it; and our beſt wiſhes attend our Bre 
mien abroad, thar in God's appointed time, the 
e have ſuch Illuſtrious Benefactors as we hai 
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"thr to draw to a Concluſion. - What is the 
great Ballance required, in anfwer to ſo much | 
committed to us? This is a Queſtion almoſt as 

ally anſwered, as askd in Words: Glorious in 

the higheſt Degree for us to anſwer in our Adti- 

ons: Terrible to fall ſhort of anſwering in ſo high e 
Degtee, as tis to be feared too many do. For 

l Perſons that go from hence to bs for their 
phole-Lives in the Stations of Nobility, Clergy os - 
Gentry; whether conſidered as Single or as Heads 

f Families; to continue the practice of thoſe 


—— 


* „— 2 


dous and Virtuous Rules, that they have bee 


ulſtomed to here; to e that the Uni- 
jerfity obliges them for their whole Lives to pro- 

note Piety to God, Loyalty to the Kine, and . 

be Reverence to the Church and state; con- 
unt to endeavour to make all Perſons, chat they 

ave any influence over, or intereſt in, good Rok | 


rod Subjects, good Chriſtians, and good Neigh- FRG! 1 


jours; for us all, in our ſeveral Capacities to be 


{proving in our Selves, and communicating to 
chers for the good of Mankind, the uſeful Know- 
aloe that we have received here; all this we 
ow is the great, the juſt, the happy Demand, 
i and Man has upon us. If ve be 
4 and | happy, - as- to anſycr it; the de „ 
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ut both Go 
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